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which be ne'er complams;

AnA Lbow be siuyged once with death
To keop the firna ot bay ;

On them s Yo thoae away bhe goos—
Put never g« # away |

e tells me of the cwping words
Bome shallow critie wrote,
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1 meau to take the knocker off ;
Put conpe upou the door
O bimt ts 0 o that | am gone
To stay & uln or more.
I do oot reinbie when | meet
The stoutest 0 my foes ;
Dut 11 aves cefend me fr ym the friend
Who never, Laver goes |
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By the Asther of * Mia asd Charlle”

‘“Well, I am sorry,” sald Charlotte; ‘‘but,
wfter all, what can one do? You may say what
you like, but I must say that I don't thiak life
would be worth having without projects, 1 tlnn"
mean such projects as Edward and | have aboug
clay lampe, and candle ends, and book-carriers
but real projects—things that one would like to
do if ene were grown up, or & man, such as—ag
finding out exactly what there is at the North
Pole, or cutting through the Ilthmunl‘l’m-.
or getting Inte the very middle of Africa, ol‘.
still better, finding out exactly what there is on
the oppesite side of the meon, which it isso very
tantalising to think one can never know any-
thing about.”

“‘For my part,” said Frank, I don't ses the
least use in dolng or fAnding out any of these
things. I hate projects; they always interfere
with important business; and Charlotte always
starts hers at inconvenient times, when one is
Just going to dinner, for instance, ™

‘'Well," said Bidney, ‘‘we are not just going
to dinner now ; and, as we may not light the
candlea for a quarter of an hour, I shall not be
interrupting important business, if I start a pro-
ject. 1 am going to tell yvou something that I
have been thinking a great deal about lately. 1
wish we could invent some way ¢f earning mon-
ey. 1 want some money for & very particular
roason, and we certainly shall not have any now
unless we earn it for ourselves,”

“‘May | guess your reason for wanting mon-
ey 1" said Amy, *‘1s it not for your friend Dud-
ding? 1 am sfraid his moiber is very poor.
Charlotte and 1 have been to seo hier several
Lin es sinoe Aunt Ellice said we might call, and
to-iay little EiYlo came to dine with us. Bhe
gave weo a long history of all the troubles they
have had sopee their father dicd, Bhe sald it
was pome kind friend who sent her brother to
school, and paid for his being & day-boarder, [t
was quite asd to hear Ler talkiog so much about
money acd seemiog so anxious like a grown-up
person,”

“Dudding is just the same,"” said Sidoey. “'Ile
told me & day or two agn, that his mother was
very unhappy because she owes some rent for
her lodgingr, and that if the cancot get £ be-
fore Christmas, she will be oblired to loeave the

rooms she Hyves in now, and go tosvme still more
dismal place.”

“I believe,” saill Edward, ““(Lat it is brooding
over these things, and tLhivking so constantly of

his mother's trouhles, that makes Dudding seem
#o stupld and listless, and »0 unable to under-
stand his lessons, 1 don't think he is really hall
puch & fuel as the fallows sa: he is.”

] have thought so & long time,”
ney.

HWell, Bidney,” sai Charlotte, “I must say
vou have hit upon & most delightful project. 1
soo it all, 1t is just like the eud of one of the
storles Amy tells us. Mrs. Dudding will not be
able to get the money before Cliristmas; the ba-
1ifls will come to the Louse and take her to pris-
on, as they de in *Sanfud and Merton ;' she will
be in despair; LEllic will faiut; and suddenl:

vou and Amy will rush tn, pay the money, rup-
ply the famiiy with new clothes—1 am sure they
want them—an bring tham all home toa grand
feast, which, in the meantime, Edward and |
shall have en preparing. 1 must say, Sidney,
1 did pot think you were clever enough to have
thouglhit out such a perfect project.”

“And I did not," said Sidney, lavghing ; *‘the
project as you hsve been describing it, is one of
yeur very own."

“And story, too," saild Amy. “I assure
you it is et in the least like the end of any of

mine."

“It is & project for spending money ; no one
'ﬂ,"‘“ anything sbout earning it yet," said

“That s understood, of course,” said Char-
Yotte, *‘Ihere would be no plwa.»-ure i glving
the mobey unless we had earned it ; and if you
will give me five minutes I will think of tw enty

ways, Let me see: when we left home, 1
thought we should, perhaps, sonie tims Lave to

sail Sid-

©arm our own lvrud so | packed up in my Rob-
fuson Crusoe box every kind of seed that 1 could
lay my bands on in the tool-house. I ¢on't ex-

actly know what they are, but we can plant
them in zu;len muwtldnh will euiuol up,

vegelab)
‘Hetween Nuvembor and Christmas,"

Frank, drily
aARI™ w( harlotte; 1 was forgetting that
It had to be done t0 soon ; bul never mind, that
is only one.”
o Charlotte thinks of her other nineteen
o lot we teil you mine,"” said Sidney, *1
Lve thinking that Amy and I might pos-
#Lly earn some money by
1 Liard the drawing-master st

some draw lugs.
fise's say, the
otLer day, that be Lired some of the drawiigs he
ives un to copy at m stationer's in the town.
Now, the stationer must b |ry the copies he lots
out from some ope; and unml say that our
dr“mglm better than any bave seen at
‘ycl. Amy and | cuuln! oup\ some of the
ul\l. ltalian sketchies of papa's which Aunt Elice
has ‘“‘ul’lﬂi if he likes, cun make some of
u",c ver groups of animals, in pon-and-ink,"
It o & eapital plan,” waid Amyv, *“We will
look over the sketches Lo-morrow if Aw.it F lhte
will lend them 1o us, and see which we can copy
Best, 1 shall have fime for my drawing nu\!-
the lewsons take up 80 much leks time Lhan {hee
used to do. Whl’t do you say, Edward? will

ou do your part
y “] will seo about it," said FEdwara,
ll:oul it' is worth a hundud. of

said

tionary., Edward and | must not let &ohw-
ing put the sxamination of our heads,”
n‘mhlnu mire, however, was heard of ("har-
lotte's ninetesn projecia. Silney missed her
from the group afier tes, and found ber as he ex-
pected be should, sitting in e dark and cold,
on the old cam -wood chest from which
:;mmn and l’nc-‘ :':'..".;M looked out at the
ta reflect t y
"m come to bave your projacts all to my-
welf,” swid BMMI .nun. down; “but what ls
this, Charlotie? sdded, surprised to find the
llmouueu.iuu preased close to his wet
ith tears,
» “Oh, Sidnay " said Charlotte; ‘T have been
thinkin, sl this time, and 1 have found out

L L4

“Ihe way to look st that other side of the
moon 7" said Biduey, cheerfully,

“‘No | somethirg about myself. I have Mnd
out that it is presumptuous nnd conosi ted
l’"!- thinking, as | do, that I ean dofnu
1 used tosay to Kdward, when I par-
nm‘ﬂnwwurl.ohtdutl give up so
inuch time to our inventions, that we warse
working for the good of the family ; but I soe
row that, hrnlll. ¥ Id:u I:).l.n':ing IP. 4 do

ﬂ var

Ao somet now, when tg: is somae-

wonder about; 80
1mm,“.:ufnjlolnzf:mn,lundohutm

all
uwf:f" :H lhoy “T belleve you Aave
made & very valusb.e aiscovery—more useful to
on than one abuut the moon would have been,
f is not every one who has courage to make dis-
coveries about herself, and act on them, ss | am
sure you sre going to do."”
IS i, o et e
my m w \LAY ! ts n-
o nﬁyihﬁm wonderful,

gulshing m
-ﬂnfwuu’mnauft I mean to be
patisfled with doing qnlu mmuon thi and to
hq&in. Instead of thinking of any grand way of
making money, I have ugul Aunt Kllice to lst
me do some of that plain work that she hrtl.:ﬁ
ready to send to her granddaughter ia In
ahe promised to pay me for it I do it w
hate working ; Lot yw shall ses. Stay, | won l
sav & word mi for, perhap l,lfl'h*zllunldk,
I shall net be abl tudn.v.n that."
From that day till Christmas every one in the
house had so much work on hand that there was
no time even for regrets for home. Amy found
that her reg ular daily daties were performed bet-
ter and more tl\nmmuhly when she had to exert
hersell to make the most of every moment, In
m-m to secare the lightest hours of the

for her drawing; and Sarab conld mreuly
bvu her own eyes when, moming after morn-
ing, she found Chariotte seated on the cam
wood box, working so diligently that it r-.nlud
& very extruordinary nolse, or an ununullly
oud knock at the door, to make her Jump up
soe what was the matter. Sidney used Eo turn
round every morning to nud 10 her as he went
out of the garden-gate oa his 'uy to school, and
it often sccurred to him, aa he thought of the
self-deninl it must cost her te sit sti | for so many
hours, that, sfter all, shio was pot dolng such &
very common thing.
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on had en a little more slowly, and
not nlf{ the -nd:po(:'llll your words so very much
alike, I should hate been more sure that you had
said [t right," said Charlotte, returning Edward’s
’:umnr to him on the morning before the first
of the examination, after hvw him
cosssfully gabble o after pags, * Pro-
que maribus’ the triumphant ** Pos-

mo.
“!It doea not much mlfy whether it seunds
right to you or not, Kdward ; I know
that 1 know it ; and the bqinnin of the words
are quite all I bave time for, Tn only just
struck five. 1 am really very mnch ob te
you, Charlotte, for coming down so eatly to hear
me. It is wonderful how much time you can
spare for every one, now that you have given

up—-="
“All idea of dis

ishing myself. That Is

true,” said Charlotte. ‘'l was udly lad, how-
ever, to get up early this m han 0
much work to do, Inu ali that Aunt
KElice gave me to do t she ia to
malw lt. ut mow I am

look it over, and pu‘y‘
hn‘l]in; Amy to alter and mond all our win-
clothes, " Aunt kllies has been explaining
tu ua that she shall not be able to buy us an
new clothea at present, and it Is quite uncertain
when can send ui any money. MKdward,
suppose this sheuld have go on for a long
time ; suppose we have to go om w the
same clot turning them and mending them
till they looked as the Duddings' clothes do.
How do you think we enul.d boar to see Sidney
look like' William Duddin,

‘“As If there ever co bo the slightest dan-
ger of that !"' said lllwmaigmm

“Uh' lonl meant s clothes look like

Dudding's " uld Charlotte ; ‘“and certainly,
when one puts it in that 'way, it does not
sound so bad, Asfor Amy, lIabo wore the

shabbiest dross in the world, she would still look
prettier than any one else, and as for our-
selves, | have always said that you and |—,
But stay, 1 must not boast of what 1 think
we could do in an emergoncy. I have not at all
left off expecting somothing good still to coma
eut of my Kobinson Crusoe box; but 1 won't
waste time in wa king about it, Sarah gave me
leave to light n fire, so I will go down and get
some ocoals and chips, anl we will try to have
® bright fire by the time sidney comes down to
tinish his o saay.  Uur old desart -island |.I., s in
the wood taughit us to light tire, at all events,
Edward"

Edward volunteered to make the journey to
the oellar, aad when Lo came back he found
time to lwok on while Charlotte laid the eoals
and & fcks in the grate, and to puzzle her with
sl ntifie sugeestions about their nrrnn“aluuul.,

and sbout the three things that are rejuired to
make u e burn,

“Now the coals are Lindled the fire is safe,"
paid Charlotte.  * Kuoel down, Kdward, and
warm your bands, I am sure you cannot write
with such frozen fingers; and now, do you re-
member the time when we read to papa in Mrs,

Mareet what you have ]lnl bean explaining to
e about combnstion, and positive aud negative
cloetricity, and the nu-un why there must be
air to minke a tire burn - How strange it is to
look Lack upon that time, when everything is so
difterent now.  And yet it was not all so very
pleasant, How cross we used to be rometimos
when we came in to those pleasant evening read-
ings, because, ;mrb-‘m, ‘ox, or ome of the
servants, had refused to lot'us do something
or other in the garden. How long the
days often scomed, and how diflicult it
was on a whole h--lhlﬂ o invent something
quite new to do. It sounds & strange !.hmg 10
say, Kdward; but I really think that, In spite
of Sarah, and our hay ing so much to do, |n no
seryvants to wait on us, snd even the danger I
mentioned just now about shabby clothes, that
we are happier now than wn were then; but here
is Bidney abready. Oh, Sidney ! why did you
come down Lefore T had arrangod all youd things,
and made a gonl tire for you 7"
CAnd why did you Lnt up before | was ready
to con.e and hel Ip you " sald Edward,
SWell," said hlllno\ who had overheard Char-
lotie's lart sontence, “at all events 1 cannot aa
that the ditference between last year and this
that J have fewer people to wait on me. [ am
glad 1 heard what you were saying, however; it
will fill up the lust “crossing of the corner of our
letter to papa, and be worlh the whole letter to
him, 1 fancy.
“al!" said Charlotte, “‘when ons talks of be-
ing happier uu' of course il. means if it were
nul. for P.fpa being away

it were not” was so much more to
Ihlm than to the others, that the mention of it
Lrought & sorrow ful look into his face; and Char-
lotte put n busty stop to the cou\oml.lun. and
oocu ‘ud herself by arranging Sidoey’s books,
and drawing the table near the fire,

HNow,' :Lo pald, when eve thing was

] know ] must tml speak wh ie you are Hahi
ing the all-important theme; but may I just look
at the beginning, to see whu virtme or vice you
bave chosen to write about 7"
1t is neither » virtue nor a vice," said Sidney,

holding up the first l..&hst « horribly dificalt
) A

' tum’»«nnuon'
pubject!” said Charlotte, *l should mot know
what to write about §.."
“You have been tulhin.; about it this wery
morning,”’ said Sidney; “‘and every day of m
Life you muke e think ofit., “*Yes," he added,
souing Charlotte's puzeled llpl‘l'lbioﬂ, ‘of hu'
my he'plessness ks made up for me by your="
won! rald Charlotte ; ** never mind golng
on ; 1 understand the me unln,_ of the word now,
It is & strange thing that 1 should bave given
you an Ien for your theme without knowing

“ Bidney's way of gatting ideas for his themes
from other peojle is very diferent from W
eutile’s,” observed Edward, ' Ever since l{m

day when Dr. Wise gave out about these
themes Wycombe has been walking up and
down the playground, with his paper in his
band, llﬂ[&i & every little feilow he met, aud
saying, ive me an idea this instant, you
little rllu-l, abows Charity, or I'll kuock you
ow

* What an odd su :}oc Charity is for Wy-

combe to have chosen,” aald Charlotte,

“OL! ev has chosen odd subijecta,” u.u
Faward, .?Dltﬂ is on Honesty, and

wrill.n!
b m Wisk a4 15,08, 0

That is very well for him ¢ 1
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